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FINALLY SOME GOOD NEWS (MAYBE?) 

Last month was pretty bad for propagation with 15 days in a row with no 
sunspots and 16 out of 17 days with a blank sun followed by a large up-
tick in April with a Sunspot number of 97 on April 3. 
 
In other good news the first Sunspot of Cycle 25 was spotted on Decem-
ber 18, 2016.  It was a high-latitude Sunspot with a reverse magnetic 
polarity from the Cycle 24 Sunspots.  Those two items designate it as 
being a Cycle 25 spot that appeared earlier than expected.  So does this 
mean that we’re past the worse part.  Not by a long shot.  The solar 
minimum between the first spot of Cycle 24 and the last spot of Cycle 23 
was fourteen months.  If this time holds true for Cycle 24 and 25 then we 
might see the minimum occur in early 2018. 
 
Leif Svalgaard of Stanford University wrote a paper in August 2016 on 
Prediction of Solar Cycles based on using the observations of polar field 
strength during the minimum to predict the strength of the next cycle.  In 
the paper he states that we should predict the F10.7 flux instead of the 
sunspot number because we seem to be loosing the smaller sunspots.  
They may be missing or not visible.  The observations of the Toroidal 
Field as of the date of the paper showed that Cycle 25 had begun.  This 
technique shows great promise seeing that the first visible sunspot 
showed up in December. 
 
So what does this mean for Cycle 25 well, based on their data it looks 
like a repeat of Cycle 24, or at least not any smaller which is in contrast 
to other groups predicting that cycle 25 will be smaller.  But, based on 
the data that they took in September, if the fields continue moving the 
way they are Cycle 25 could be stronger than Cycle 24. 
 
One way or the other it will probably be another five years before we 
know who is right.   
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If you know someone who wants to get a license it’s not too late to get 

signed up for Noel’s class.  There will be two introduction sessions next 

week.  Monday April 17th at 6:30 PM before the club meeting and 

Thursday April 20th at 7 PM.  They will be held where we hold our club 

meetings and attendance is required at only one of them,  They can 

register by email at hamcram@morrisradioclub.org. 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE 



UPCOMING MEETINGS 

SELECTED UPCOMING CONTESTS 

2017DUES 

April 17, 2017  6:30 - 7:30 PM Ham-Cram Introduction Meeting #1 

April 17, 2017  7:30 PM Regular Business Meeting 

April 20, 2017  7:00 - 8:00 PM Ham-Cram Introduction Meeting #2 

May 15, 2017  7:30 PM Regular Business Meeting 

May 20, 2017 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM Ham-Cram Morris Police & Fire Academy 

May 20, 2017 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Open VE Exam 

June 19, 2017  7:30 PM Regular Business Meeting—Field Day Discussion 

June 24 -25 Field Day Brickyard Field Bee Meadow Park 

2017 DUES 

Noel NO2EL is now accepting dues payments for 2017.  $15.00 for full 
membership, $10.00 for associate.  If you have a PayPal account, dues 
can now be paid by using Pay-Pal. 

10-10 Int. Spring Contest, CW  0001Z, May 6 to 2359Z, May 7 

ARI International DX Contest  1200Z, May 6 to 1159Z, May 7 

7th Call Area QSO Party   1300Z, May 6 to 0700Z, May 7 

Indiana QSO Party    1600Z, May 6 to 0400Z, May 7 

Delaware QSO Party    1700Z, May 6 to 2359Z, May 7 

New England QSO Party   2000Z, May 6 to 2400Z, May 7 

VOLTA WW RTTY Contest   1200Z, May 13 to 1200Z, May 14 

His Maj. King of Spain Contest, CW 1200Z, May 20 to 1200Z, May 21 

CQ WW WPX Contest, CW   0000Z, May 27 to 2400Z, May 28 
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PREDICTED SUNSPOT NUMBER AND RADIO 

FLUX FOR MAY 2016 

MARCH MEETING MINUTES 

        ***SUNSPOT NUMBER***                       ***10.7 RADIO FLUX*** 

        PREDICTED    HIGH    LOW                       PREDICTED   HIGH    LOW 

     26.6          36.6       16.6          83.5         92.5      74.5 

Morris Radio Club – Meeting Min-
utes 

March 20, 2017 

Attendees (8) K2EMJ, K2GG, 
NO2EL, W2GM, WA2VQF, 
WR2G , WS2Q and three visitors 
KA2PBT, KD2JGS, KB2GGK 

A quorum was present. 

Opening of Meeting 

President Ed opened the meeting 
at 7:31 PM 

 

Reports: 

Secretary – Bill WA2VQF re-
ported that the February Minutes 
were issued in the March Peaks 
and Nulls Newsletter.  There were 
no reported discrepancies. 

Craig WR2G moved that the Sec-
retary report be accepted.  Mark 
W2GM Seconded.  The Secretary 
report was accepted. 

Noel NO2EL presented the treas-
urers report for March.  The ac-
tual account balances are avail-
able from Noel. 

Noel reported that the State of NJ 
has notified him that they have 
transferred the incorporation pa-
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perwork to computers and we can 
now file on line. 
Sid K2GG moved that the Treasur-
ers report be accepted.  Mark 
W2GM Seconded.  The Treasurers 
report was accepted. 

 

Old Business: 

Noel has now scheduled the Ham-
Cram course for Saturday May 20th 
with two introductory meetings set 
for April.  Students only have to at-
tend one of the two introductory 
meetings.  The secretary will send 
the flyer will be sent out to all mem-
bers and clubs in NNJ. 

There will also be an open exam be-
ing held at 3 PM on the 20th after 
the course.  Noel reports that he al-
ready has four students. 
Ed has not yet contacted DX Engi-
neering about a on line program. 
 

New Business: 

Sid K2GG moved that the meeting 
be closed.  Mark WR2G Seconded. 

President Ed closed the business 
portion of the meeting at 7:50 PM. 

After the business meeting Steve 
ROSCHEWSK KA2PBT gave a 







HAMFEST CALENDAR 
 

North Jersey Hamfest 
04/23/2017 
Location: Roxbury Senior Center 
72 Eyland Avene 
Succasunna, NJ 07876 
Website: http://www.splitrockara.org 
 

BARA Spring Hamfest 
05/27/2017 
Location: Westwood Regional Jr./Sr. High School 
701 Ridgewood Road 
Township of Washington, NJ 07676 
Website: http://www.bara.org 

THE MORRIS RADIO CLUB IS AN ORGANIZATION OF        

AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS WHICH HAS BEEN IN           
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PUBLIC SERVICE. 
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presentation about his history in 
Ham Radio and his work with the 
Warren County Technical School.  
He then talked about his campaign 
for ARRL NNJ Section Manager.  
A copy of his handout will be 
placed in the April Peaks & Nulls 
for any member who did not make 
the March meeting. 

 

WA2VQF 

MRC Secretary 

(Continued from page 3) 


